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Shakespeare’s Top Ten
Forgotten Words

Boggler
(noun — waverer, mind-changer)
In Anfony and Cleopatra (3.13.110), Antony accuses Cleopatra, 'You have
been a boggler ever'.

Bibble-babble
(noun - chatter, empty talk)
In Twelfth Night (4.2.97) Feste, pretending to be Sir Topas, tells Malvolio to
'leave thy vain bibble-babble'.

Drumble
(verb - dawdle or loiter)
In The Merry Wives of Windsor (3.3.13%) Mistress Ford criticizes servants John
and Robert: 'Look how you drumble’

Popinjay
(noun - chatterer, parrot)
In Henry IV Part 1 (1.3.49) Hotspur expresses his anger at being 'pestered
by a popinjay'.

Jakes
(noun - lavatory, toilet)
In King Lear (2.2.64) Kent threatens to 'daub the wall of a jakes' with Oswald.
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Geck
(noun - fool, sucker)
In Twelfth Night (5.1.341) Malvolio complains that he has been made 'the
most notorious geck and gull [dupe]'.

Slug-abed
(noun - lazy bones)
In Romeo and Juliet (4.5.2) the Nurse calls out fo Juliet, whom she thinks is still
asleep: "Fie, you slug-a-bed'.

Tricksy
(adjective - full of tricks)
In The Tempest (5.1.226) Prospero describes Ariel as his 'tricksy spirit'.

Truepenny
(noun - honest fellow, trusty chap)
In Hamlet (1.5.150) Hamlet callls to his father's ghost: 'Art thou there,
fruepenny?’

Yesternight
(noun - last night)
In Hamlet (1.2.189) Horatio tells Hamlet about his father's ghost: 'l think
| saw him yesternight'.
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