[bookmark: _GoBack][image: U:\Shakespeare Week\Shakespeare Week 2018\New resources\Short Shakespeare Tales\Macbeth - Short Shakespeare Tale page 1.jpg] [image: U:\Shakespeare Week\Shakespeare Week 2018\New resources\Short Shakespeare Tales\Macbeth - Short Shakespeare Tale page 2.jpg] [image: U:\Shakespeare Week\Shakespeare Week 2018\New resources\Short Shakespeare Tales\Macbeth - Short Shakespeare Tale page 3.jpg] [image: U:\Shakespeare Week\Shakespeare Week 2018\New resources\Short Shakespeare Tales\Macbeth - Short Shakespeare Tale quotes.jpg]
image1.jpeg
Short Shakespeare Tale
Macbeth PLAYS

After a vicious battle in the Scottish countryside, two soldiers from the winning
side, Macbeth and Banquo, are on their way to meet their king, King
Duncan. Along the route they meet with three witches who can predict the
future (1)*. The witches tell Macbeth, who is the Thane of Glamis, that he will
become the Thane of Cawdor and eventually the king (2). Feeling left out,
Banquo asks the witches to predict his future. They turn to him and tell him
that his children and their children shall all be kings, after which they
disappear (3).

Macbeth and Banquo are completely puzzled and they decide to forget
about the witches. That is, until they meet King Duncan who, pleased with
the success of battle, promotes Macbeth and gives him the title Thane of
Cawdor. Suddenly, Macbeth starts to believe in the witches’ prophecy and
decides to write to his wife to tell her what has happened (4).

When Lady Macbeth receives her husband'’s letter, she learns that King
Duncan is coming that very night to stay at her home. When Macbeth returns
from the war that day, she convinces him that Duncan must die in order for
Macbeth to inherit the throne (5).

That night, Macbeth goes into Duncan’s chamber
and stabs him to death. He takes the bloody knives
back to his wife who becomes extremely angry
with him for carrying evidence of the crime (4).
Seeing that her husband is oo frightened to go
back to Duncan’s room, Lady Macbeth takes

the bloody daggers to the chamber and leaves
them with the guards, who she smears with

blood while they are asleep (7).

* The numbers in brackets refer to key quotes from the play found on the last page of this resource.
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Macbeth PLAYS

The next morning, when the King's murder is discovered, Macbeth
accuses the guards and slaughters them before anyone can question
them about what happened. Duncan’s sons become scared and
decide to flee Scotland to protect themselves from any harm (8).

Now that Duncan and his heirs are out of the way, Macbeth is crowned
King of Scotland. This means that the witches’ predictions about
Macbeth have come true (9).

However, according to the witches, if Macbeth can become king that
means that Banquo’s heirs will be the future kings of Scotland. Fearing
that Banquo knows what he did to Duncan, Macbeth hires assassins to
murder him and his son, Fleance (10). The assassins manage to Kkill
Banquo, but Fleance escapes, meaning that the prophecy can still
come frue.

When the assassins bring news to Macbeth about Fleances’s escape, he
becomes agitated and believes that he can see Banquo’s ghost
haunting him (11). He becomes so worried that he aoes to find the
witches to ask what he should do next.
When he meets the witches again,
they make three prophecies. They

tell him to beware of Macduff,

that no man born from a woman

can harm him in any way, and

that Macbeth should not fear
anything until the forest, Birnam

wood, move towards his castle

on Dunsinane (12).
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Confident that nobody can hurt him, and that woods cannot move,
Macbeth focuses his attention on Macduff, the Thane of Fife. He hires
assassins to murder Macduff’'s wife and children while he is away visiting
Duncan’s son — the true heir to the throne —in England.

Meanwhile, Lady Macbeth is overcome by guilt about having murdered
Duncan, and for Macbeth’s killing of Macduff's family (13). She begins to
walk and talk in her sleep, until eventually she dies (14).

When news reaches Macduff that his family has been cruelly slaughtered,
he vows to take revenge against Macbeth. Macduff teams up with
Duncan’s son and together they lead the English army to attack
Macbeth’s castle. They decide to cut down the branches from the trees
in the wood and use them as camouflage. When Macbeth's guard looks
down from the castle ramparts, he sees the wood moving and goes to
warn the King. Now, one of the new prophecies has come frue (15).

When Macduff enters the castle and finds
the king who murdered his family, he is
surprised when Macbeth tells him that no
man born from a woman can harm him.
Macduff responds by exclaiming that

he was ripped out of his mother during
childbirth and then he stabs Macbeth
and chops off his head (16).

Macduff presents Macbeth’s severed
head to Duncan’s son and announces
that Duncan’s son is the new King of Scotland (17).
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Macbeth - key quotes PLAYS
1) 'Fair is foul, and foul is fair. )
Hover through the fog and filthy air.’

2)'All hail, Macbeth, thou shalt be king hereafter!”

3)'Whither are they vanished?
Info the air.’

4)'If chance will have me king, why, chance may crown me,
Without my stir.’

5)'But screw your courage fo the sticking-place,
And we'll nof fail.'

6)'l am afraid to think what I have done,
Look on it again | dare not.’

7)'"My hands are of your colour; but | shame
To wear a heart so white.'

8A‘Our separated fortune
Shall keep us both the safer.’

9)'Thou hast it now: king, Cawdor, Glamis, all,
As the weird women promised.’

10)‘For Banquo's issue have | filed my mind.
For them the gracious Duncan have | murdered.’

11)‘Quit my sight! Let the earth hide thee!’

12)‘None of woman born
Shall harm Macbeth.’

‘Macbeth shall never vanquished be until
Great Birnam wood fo high Dunsinane hill
Shall come against him.’

13)'What, will these hands never be clean?’
14)'The queen, my lord, is dead.’

15)'Within this three mile may you see it coming,
[ say, a moving grove.’

16)'Behold, where stands
The usurper’s cursed head.’

17) 'Hail, King of Scotland!’
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