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Short Shakespeare Tale -

Romeo and Juliet PLAYS
In a beautiful city called Verona, there are two wealthy and
important families that despise one another. One household is
called the Montagues, and the other family is called the
Capulets. (1) There are lots of young men and boys in these
families, and they often get into loud and violent fights in the
streets. (2) After one particularly nasty fight, the Prince steps in

and forces the families to make peace. They refuse to make
friends, but they manage to agree to stop fighting. (3)

One night, Lord Capulet throws a grand party to introduce his
daughter, Juliet, to Count Paris - whom he’d like her to marry.
At the ball, instead of meeting Paris, Juliet bumps into a young
man called Romeo and they fall in love. She discovers that
Romeo is from the Montague family and is, therefore, her
enemy. (4) That same night, Romeo finds Juliet at her window
and promises to marry her the next morning. (5)

On the next day, after the secret wedding, Romeo bumps info
Tybalt Capulet who is very angry that a Montague dared to
show his face at a Capulet party. (6) Tybalt challenges Romeo
to a duel, but Romeo’s friend, Mercutio, decides to aftack
Tybalt instead. As the young men struggle with each other,
Mercutio is injured and killed by Tybalt. Before he dies, Mercutio
curses the two families. (7) Now angry and hurt, Romeo stabs
and murders Tybalt out of revenge. Romeo then runs away and
hides in the home of the Friar that married him.
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When the Prince arrives at the crime scene, he immediately
banishes Romeo and proclaims that if he is seen inside Verona's
walls after the following day, he will be executed. (8) Hearing
this news, Romeo is distraught and goes to say goodbye to Juliet
before running away to Mantua. (?)

Meanwhile, Juliet’s father insists on her marrying Paris, even
though her cousin has just been murdered. (10) Juliet goes to
Friar Laurence for help and he gives her a vial of medicine that,
when drunk, will send her to sleep for 42 hours whilst making her
appear dead. (11) The Friar writes a leftter to Romeo explaining
the plan and asks Romeo to come and meet Juliet and take her
away to Mantua. However, the letter never reaches Romeo,
and so when his servant brings him news that Juliet is dead, he
believes it is frue.

Overcome by grief, Romeo buys poison from an apothecary
and breaks into the Capulet tomb in Verona. (12) There he
drinks the poison and dies beside his wife. When Juliet wakens,
she finds Romeo’s body and stabs herself with his dagger. Friar
Laurence is left to explain the story to the Prince, and the two
families agree to make peace and stop their fighting forever.
(13) i
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Romeo and Juliet -
key quotes

(1) ‘Two households, both alike in dignity
In fair Verona where we lay our scene.’

(2) ‘Do you bite your thumb at us, sire’

(3) ‘If ever you disturb our streets again,
Your lives shall pay the forfeit of the peace.’

(4) ‘His name is Romeo, and a Montague;
The only son of your great enemy.’

(5) 'If that thy bent of love be honourable,
Thy purpose marriage, send me word fo-morrow.’

(6) ‘Romeo, the hate | bear thee can afford
No better term than this,--thou art a villain.’

(7) 'A plague o' both your houses!’

(8) ‘Let Romeo hence in haste,
Else, when he's found, that hour is his last.’

(?) ‘'l have more care to stay than will fo go’.

(10) ‘I pray you, tell my lord and father, madam,
| will not marry yet.’

(11) ‘Take thou this vial, being then in bed,
And this distilled liquor drink thou off.’

(12) ‘Come, cordial and not poison, go with me
To Juliet's grave, for there must | use thee.’

(13) ‘Never was a story of more woe
Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.’
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