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Debating ENGL'SH

Shakespeare
Top Tips

DOs

* DO work with your team mates and communicate (in whispers) during the debate
- you are stronger as a team

» DO offer lots of Points of Information to show the judge that you are engaged and
listening to your opponents

* DO use ‘Scaffolding’ sheets (available in the English resources section) to help
structure your speeches

* DO consider the other team’s arguments. To win a debate you not only need to
PROVE your arguments — you also need to REBUT the arguments your opponents
m_okhef. ITis worth spending some time while you prepare considering what they
might say

* DO use evidence to back up your arguments — are there any key examples from
a play you could use? Are there any quotations that might be useful for your side?

DON'Ts

* DON'T over-rehearse! A debate is about impromptu, off-the-cuff speaking, NOT
delivering a perfectly memorised monologue

* DON'T get angry or take things personally. Once the debate is over, you shake
hands with your opponents and go back to being friends. Remember we are
debating because we all enjoy it, and we have a duty to make it a welcoming
environment for everyone

* DON'T forget to make eye contact! You are
much more likely to persuade the audience if
you engage them and make them feel
included in the discussion

*DON'T speak foo quickly. The audience
might lose track of what you are saying,
and if you speak too fast the judges won't
have time to write down all the fantastic
things you say

* DON'T panic if you make a mistake or forget
what you were going to say. Take a breath, read
over your notes, and then start again. Sometfimes
a small pause can help both you AND the
audience refocus
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