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Go on a scavenger hunt through the ‘Cleopatra’ and ‘Beatrice’ text extracts to find the things below!

Things aren’t what they seem…   
A metaphor is a word or phrase that describes something as if it were something else. Take a 
look through the text extracts to find some examples of metaphors. Here are three from the 
Beatrice extract to get you started:

• ‘words flying fast’            • ‘talk up a merry storm’           • ‘a war of verbal wits’

Talk about these with a partner and make notes on what the words literally mean and the 
pictures the metaphor creates in your mind.

Complete the phrase

Adjectives

sharp
wisecracking

belovedvengeful
unstoppable

ORACY!

 WORD OR PHRASE	          MEANING	  		            NOTES

‘words flying fast’

Choose an adjective from the box to complete these phrases about Beatrice:

1. ……………………………………..…………………....................... cousin          	 3. ……………………………………..…………………....................... tongued

2. ……………………………………..…………………....................... Beatrice     	 4. ……………………………………..…………………....................... mouth

                                                                	 5. ……………………………………..…………………....................... bride

Illustrations © 2020 Becca Stadtlander. From BOLD AND BRAVE WOMEN FROM SHAKESPEARE. Written by The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust 
& Illustrated by Rebecca Stadtlander. Reproduced by permission of Walker Books Ltd, London, SE11 5HJ www.walker.co.uk



Children’s Shakespeare Book Club
Shakespeare Scavengers

	 WORD	  		  SENTENCE	              WHAT I THINK IT MEANS

Take one line 
Look at the opening paragraphs in the text extracts and choose a line from each, 
such as ‘I commanded men at war and ships at sea’ in the Cleopatra text and ‘I talk 
up a merry storm, words flying fast’ from the Beatrice text and draw a picture for 
each one to make the lines come to life. Explain your pictures to a partner.
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Vibrant Vocabulary 
Look at the text extracts. Find three words that you don’t usually use. Write down the 
sentences in which you found them. Can you work out what they mean?

ORACY!
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