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DRAWING CARTOONS 
Here are some of Marcia Williams’ top tips for drawing  
cartoons and including speech bubbles.

DRAWING CHARACTERS
•  Make sure each character looks very different so that your reader doesn’t get muddled.

•  Your characters will look more interesting if you exaggerate some of their features. For  
    instance: if he or she has a big nose, make it a real hooter, and if he or she is tall, make  
    them as tall as a tree! 

SPEECH BUBBLES
•  Speech bubbles always read from left to right.

•  Keep the bubbles at the top of your picture so you have more room for your drawing.

•  Write the text for your speech bubble first, then draw the bubble around it.  
     Otherwise you might have trouble fitting the words into your bubble!

TELLING THE STORY
•  There isn’t a right way to tell a story. When you retell a story  
     it becomes your own, so tell it YOUR way.

•  Keep your sentences short and clear. The words are the  
     bones of the story – you can add flesh and colour with  
     speech bubbles and pictures.
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ROMEO & JULIET COMIC STRIP 
Draw the pictures to go with the words and make your own comic strip of the first few 
scenes of Romeo & Juliet. What do you think happens next?
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A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM SPEECH BUBBLES 
At the beginning of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, the Fairy King and Queen, Oberon and 
Titania, are arguing. Colour in the picture and write down what you think everyone is 
saying. Give the picture a title.

Copyright © 1998 Marcia Williams. From Mr William Shakespeare’s Plays written & illustrated by Marcia Williams.
Reproduced by permission of Walker Books Ltd, London, SE11 5HJ   www.walker.co.uk


